Fade profiles during spontaneous offset of neuromuscular blockade: vecuronium and gallamine compared.
The characteristics of the train-of-four (TOF) response have been studied electromyographically during the onset and the spontaneous offset of neuromuscular blockade induced with vecuronium or gallamine. During the onset of blockade, at 75% depression of initial twitch height, gallamine was associated with significantly more TOF fade than vecuronium. Both agents were associated with significantly less fade during onset than during spontaneous offset. When the two neuromuscular blocking drugs were compared during spontaneous offset they showed a similar degree of fade during early offset (up to 50% recovery of initial twitch height). However, during late spontaneous offset, when the initial twitch height had recovered to 75% of control values, vecuronium was associated with more fade than gallamine.